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WHERE CREATIVITY MEETS PURPOSE

ACCELERATING
READING PROGRESS
10 Engaging ELA Activities for Grades 6–8

A practical professional sample for middle school ELA teachers, instructional
coaches, and school leaders.

Designed to support meaningful engagement with grade-level text while giving
students multiple pathways to build fluency, vocabulary, comprehension,

discussion, and evidence-based thinking.

KIM M. WALLER

More Than Just A Thought LLC
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Copyright & Use Notice
© 2026 More Than Just A Thought LLC. All rights reserved.

This material is provided as a professional sample. No portion may be reproduced, distributed, adapted,
republished, sold, uploaded to another website, or used for commercial or instructional purposes without prior
written permission from More Than Just A Thought LLC.

The activities in this resource are designed for professional review and demonstration. Schools, districts,
organizations, and individuals interested in licensing, customization, professional learning, curriculum support,
or creative coaching should contact More Than Just A Thought LLC.

Website: https://morethanjustathought1.com

Author and resource designer: Kim M. Waller

Professional Note
This resource is not a substitute for a comprehensive literacy curriculum. Use current student
evidence, grade-level standards, high-quality texts, and professional judgment to select scaffolds and
determine next instructional steps.
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Professional Overview
This resource offers practical, adaptable ELA activities designed to accelerate reading progress for students in
grades 6–8. Each activity supports meaningful engagement with grade-level text while providing options for
differentiation. Teachers can use the strategies during whole-group instruction, small-group instruction,
intervention, or independent practice. The activities emphasize comprehension, vocabulary, fluency,
discussion, writing, and evidence-based thinking.

How to Use This Resource
• Identify the priority reading skill using current student work, observation, or assessment evidence.

• Select an activity that aligns to the skill and the text students are reading.

• Keep the grade-level topic, essential question, and intellectual work shared whenever possible.

• Add scaffolds that improve access without reducing the thinking students are expected to do.

• Collect a brief piece of evidence and use it to plan the next step.

Differentiation Principles
• Vary the amount of text, chunk size, reading support, response mode, and time—not the importance of the idea.

• Use audio, visuals, partner reading, vocabulary previews, sentence frames, and teacher modeling strategically.

• Give students meaningful choices while holding everyone accountable for evidence from the text.

• Regroup students as needs change; avoid permanent labels or fixed ability groups.

• Build toward independence by gradually removing scaffolds.
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ACTIVITY 1 | TEXT DETECTIVE CHALLENGE

Purpose: Build close-reading habits through a short, high-value passage.

Student Task
• Identify the central idea or theme.

• Underline two details that support the idea.

• Determine the meaning of one unfamiliar word using context.

• Write one inference and explain which clue led to it.

Differentiate by: Use sentence starters, highlighted sections, audio support, or a challenge question that asks
students to compare evidence.

Skills strengthened: close reading, inference, vocabulary, text evidence

ACTIVITY 2 | EVIDENCE HUNT

Purpose: Turn evidence collection into a collaborative movement task.

Student Task
• Post four text-dependent questions around the room.

• In teams, move to each question and locate the strongest supporting evidence.

• Complete: “This evidence supports my answer because...”

• Revise the response after reviewing another team’s thinking.

Differentiate by: Chunk the passage, offer evidence choices, assign partner roles, or ask advanced readers
to defend the strongest evidence.

Skills strengthened: text evidence, collaboration, oral language, reasoning
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ACTIVITY 3 | VOCABULARY IN ACTION

Purpose: Move vocabulary from recognition to meaningful use.

Student Task
• Select five important words from the text.

• Use context to predict each meaning, then confirm it.

• Represent each word through a sentence, illustration, gesture, or brief skit.

• Use at least two words in a written response about the text.

Differentiate by: Reduce the number of words, add visuals or a word bank, explore roots and affixes, or
require precise use across contexts.

Skills strengthened: context clues, morphology, word knowledge, writing, speaking

ACTIVITY 4 | READ, STOP, PREDICT

Purpose: Strengthen active comprehension monitoring during reading.

Student Task
• Divide the text into purposeful sections.

• After each section, summarize what happened or what was learned.

• Make a prediction and cite the clue that supports it.

• Revise the prediction as new information appears.

Differentiate by: Adjust chunk length, provide audio or partner reading, use prediction frames, or ask students
to defend two plausible predictions.

Skills strengthened: summarizing, inference, comprehension monitoring, evidence
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ACTIVITY 5 | THEME ON TRIAL

Purpose: Use accountable discussion to deepen theme analysis.

Student Task
• Present a possible theme statement.

• Assign one group to defend it and another to challenge or refine it.

• Require each claim to include at least two details from the text.

• Conclude by writing the most accurate theme statement.

Differentiate by: Offer theme choices, an evidence bank, or discussion roles; extend by comparing the theme
across texts.

Skills strengthened: theme, argument, speaking and listening, evidence

ACTIVITY 6 | CHARACTER SOCIAL-MEDIA PROFILE

Purpose: Translate character analysis into a familiar creative format.

Student Task
• Create a paper or digital profile for a character.

• Write a brief bio, three posts, and a hashtag that reveal motivation or conflict.

• Include two quotations or specific details from the text.

• Explain how the profile reflects the character’s development.

Differentiate by: Use a template, complete one post together, allow partners, or compare the character at two
points in the text.

Skills strengthened: character analysis, inference, summarizing, evidence-based writing
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ACTIVITY 7 | MAIN-IDEA PUZZLE

Purpose: Help students distinguish central ideas, key details, and distractions.

Student Task
• Sort mixed cards containing a central idea, supporting details, an unrelated detail, and a possible summary.

• Group the cards that belong together.

• Remove the distractor and explain why it does not fit.

• Revise the summary so it is accurate and concise.

Differentiate by: Color-code card types, reduce distractors, read cards aloud, or ask students to create a new
puzzle.

Skills strengthened: central idea, key details, summarizing, reasoning

ACTIVITY 8 | CHOICE-BOARD RESPONSE

Purpose: Increase ownership while maintaining evidence-based expectations.

Student Task
• Choose one response: summary, visual, one-minute explanation, journal entry, discussion questions, or

real-world connection.

• Include a clear claim or central idea.

• Use specific evidence from the text.

• Explain how the evidence connects to the response.

Differentiate by: Offer varied response modes with common success criteria; extend through multiple
sources or deeper synthesis.

Skills strengthened: response, evidence, creativity, autonomy
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ACTIVITY 9 | READING STRATEGY STATIONS

Purpose: Provide focused practice and targeted teacher support.

Student Task
• Fluency station: partner reading, phrasing practice, or repeated reading.

• Vocabulary station: context clues, word relationships, and morphology.

• Comprehension station: central idea, summary, inference, or text structure.

• Teacher table: a short targeted lesson based on current evidence.

Differentiate by: Form flexible groups from recent data, vary text or task support, and regroup students as
needs change.

Skills strengthened: fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, targeted practice

ACTIVITY 10 | ONE TEXT, THREE ENTRY POINTS

Purpose: Preserve a shared topic while providing different pathways into complex learning.

Student Task
• Offer an accessible entry with visuals, audio, or a short supporting text.

• Use a grade-level anchor text for the shared lesson and discussion.

• Provide a complex extension text or perspective.

• Bring all students back to one essential question and common evidence-based conversation.

Differentiate by: Build access into the lesson while keeping shared concepts, language, and discussion at the
center.

Skills strengthened: access to grade-level concepts, comparison, discussion, comprehension
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Quick Planning Checklist
• ■ What reading skill is the priority for this lesson?

• ■ What student evidence will show progress?

• ■ Which scaffold will give access without lowering the cognitive demand?

• ■ Which extension will preserve challenge?

• ■ How will students talk and write about the text?

• ■ What will the next instructional step be?

Lesson Planning Notes
Text or topic: _________________________________________________

Grade-level standard or skill: _________________________________________________

Selected activity: _________________________________________________

Planned scaffold(s): _________________________________________________

Evidence to collect: _________________________________________________

Next-step decision: _________________________________________________

Reflection After Use
What did students understand?
____________________________________________________________________

Where did students struggle?
____________________________________________________________________

Which scaffold helped?
____________________________________________________________________

What will I reteach, extend, or change next?
____________________________________________________________________

Interested in customized curriculum support, professional learning, or creative coaching?

Visit https://morethanjustathought1.com


